required to write this chapter in no more than 8 pages must be accepted as an excuse for writing that 'anemia is a conspicuous feature of the nephrotic syndrome'. This book really falls between two stools: it is neither sufficiently detailed to be of direct clinical value, nor are the laboratory techniques or the assessment of laboratory techniques sufficiently discussed to make it a valuable starting-point from the laboratory in the diagnosis and assessment of renal disease. Mere multiplicity of authors, including many well-known names, cannot be considered to justify a publication. Nevertheless, there is much useful information in this book, and many will want to have it on their shelves for reference purposes.
A M JOEKES
The Scientific Basis of Medicine Annual Reviews 1971 compiled by the British Postgraduate Medical Federation edited by Ian Gilliland MD FRCP and Jill Francis pp ix+397 illustrated £3-50 London: University ofLondon The Athlone Press 1971 The series of winter lectures on the Scientific Basis of Medicine, arranged by the British Postgraduate Medical Federation, is always greatly looked forward to by a wide audience of medical and nonmedical scientists. It is often impossible for those working in the provinces to attend all the lectures they wish to hear but this difficulty is largely overcome by the annual publication of the whole series, which provides the welcome opportunity to read any of the lectures one has missed as well as to refresh the memory of those one has heard. The lectures delivered during the winter of 1969-70 have just been published, and the volume fully maintains the very high standard set by its predecessors. A very wide range of interest and activity is covered by twenty-one speakers chosen from the leading Medical Research Council and university scientific workers of the day. The series opens with an excellent review of postgraduate medical education, its past and its future, by Dame Janet Vaughan; in the second lecture Dr Gordon Hamilton Fairley gives an exciting account of the work that he and others are doing on immunity to malignant disease in man; and subsequent lectures, by such speakers as Professor Malcolm Milne on the transport of amino acids and peptides, and Professor Oliver Wrong on the functions of the colon, and others on subjects ranging from glaucoma, the ageing eye and fluoridation to lympheedema and tolerance to opioid analgesics, maintain one's interest to the end. Dr Ian Gilliland has taken over the mantle of editor from Sir John McMichael and he is to be congratulated, as are all the lecturers, on a volume brimming full with splendidly presented accounts of many of the exciting and important advances in knowledge that are being achieved in medicine today.
A G W WHrTFIELD of this 'Recent Advances in HWmatology' must therefore cause some surprise; the volume, however, justifies itself by the excellence of its contents and symbolizes the rapid development of the subject. Heematology has traditionally been regarded as one of the sub-varieties of pathology and its recent attempts to emerge as a subject in its own right have been painful to watch. Those who still consider it to be exclusively a laboratory subject should note that 10 of the 13 authors are physicians. The megaloblastic anemias, iron metabolism, himolytic anemias, abnormal hmmoglobins, platelets and treatment of malignant blood diseases are dealt with at length, and less commonly discussed subjects such as the porphyrias, anamia in the tropics and automation are also included. The chapter on leukocyte groups is a little disappointing and some discussion of HLA typing in relation to platelet transfusion should have been included. The reviews on iron metabolism and the hemolytic and megaloblastic anmmias deserve special mention, for they are detailed, well-balanced, and emphasize those aspects of their subjects of particular interest at the present time.
This book can be strongly recommended to all postgraduates interested in blood diseases. The first edition of 'Practical Dermatology' was published in 1964, and the work has evidently been much approved by its readers, for reprints have been required every two years and now a second edition is available. The book is said to have been written by adapting lectures given to undergraduates and general practitioners, and there is no doubt that most persons in these categories will find here much of the dermatological information they require, presented clearly,
